The most beautiful traditional yachts ever built are boyers.
In command of this fleet of beauty, as connoisseurs know, is the Frisian
boyer. In 1904 an extraordinary boyer was built at the shipyard of

Mr. Lolke Lantinga at IJlst, a small town in Friesland, at the expense of
the Jonkheer van Sminia. Friesland is a watery province in the northern
part of the Netherlands.

Boyers were usually built to sail inshore waters. This boyer however was
specially designed as an offshore yacht. Therefore high demands were
set concerning safety, comfort and ability to perform in high seas.

The outcome was a comfortable boyer with a length from stem to stern
of 10.5 metres. She was named Catharina at the launching.
Experts say Catharina is one of the most distinguished sailing
monuments of the Frisian roundbottomed yachts.
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Building a completely new ship
would probably have been easier
under the circumstances (see History
2). Still, decided was to renovate and
not to rebuild. All parts of poor
quality were taken out, numbered,
sawed out of new oak, smoothed
and replaced one by one. Parts of
better quality were re-used to protect

her authenticity as much as possible.

While working, some weak points
in her anatomy were revealed and
decided was to reinforce and adapte

some vital points in her construction.

Traditional craftmanship suppor-
ted by modern construction materials

and chemicals resulted in a boyer

with improved strenghts, stifness,
seaworthiness and speed. And what

's more: a minimum of maintenance

cost!

Shaping the planking was not
established by the traditional
approach of burning and watering
but by high pressure steaming. Fore
that purpose a 10 metres long boiler
had been constructed, heated by a
stove in which Catharinas remains
were burnt. Slowly Catharina was

rising from her ashes.

The ship is not caulked. Not a
single nail or screw is used. All parts
are connected by wooden pins, ultra
modern adhesives and saturated with
epoxy. Because of the seamless con-
struction of the planking, imperme-
ability to water and stifness of the.

hull is well improved.




THE NEW CATHARINA, BETTER THAN EVER

- the turning-point of the balanced
mast (with a counterweight of
1500 kgs) has been lengthened

with 15 cms;

These alterations achieved a

much better performance:

She doesn't need to absorb water

The construction of the new

for her watertightness, so she is ligh-

stow away
for sails

cockpit kitchenslab

Catharina was adapted to modern _ ter then ever, thus faster then ever.

naval architectural ideas, however

he ch stiffer, so al

| wind-
without making concessions to the | '

traditional demands which may be g

able,

set to a Frisian boyer. Much special - the hollow-glued mast lost weight
attention was given to the woodcar- and gained strength and because % i ;
ving as for example on the hawsepla- of that it could have been lengh- | |
tes. The brasswork was casted by ' tened by 2,5 metres. The sails 3@
hand in the traditional way. were adapted accordingly. ; ‘
The following innovative adap- - the bottom of the ship was plaste- Fi i
tions were carried through: red with white epoxy, hull and |
- the beam is a solid closed deck were treated with a plastic ’
massive ring, made from six two component UV-resistant
parallel prestressed rings glued polycryllac, so Catharina has a |
together as one frame; completely sealed skin;
- the deck is a three layer construc- - Catharina is now smoothly
tion and therefore very stiff; propelled by a four cylinder, four
- the keel grew 8 cms, the bowsprit stroke 35Kw Peugeot diesel

50 cms; engine.



A UNIQUE

WOODEN FRISIAN BOYER
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