In the Netherlands, as in the United
States, there has been a renewal of inter-
est in traditional wooden craft. This in-
terest, which began in the 1950’s, has
been manifested in the building of new
boats to old models, and the renovation
and restoration of original craft whenever
possible. Ascan be expected in a country
with the diverse maritime heritage of the
Netherlands, there are many different
types of craft that could be classified as
“‘traditional.”’ Unfortunately, there are
few restorable original boats of any type

to be found. Take the boeier, for instance.

The boeier is a type of yacht intended
for pleasure sailing, and in the past it was
built in several parts of the Netherlands.
It was developed from a family of freight-
carrying double-ended sailing barges fit-
ted with leeboards that, until a few dec-
ades ago, could beseen on all the numer-
ous inland waterways of the Low Coun-
tries. Boeiers were built until the early
years of the present century, when most
yachtsmen lost interest in them in favor
of keel yachts introduced from other
countries. Only a few of the original
boats still exist, mainly in the province of
Friesland, where traditions lingered
longer than elsewhere in the Nether-
lands. Boeiers were not built from draft-
ed plans, so, for someone interested in
building an authentic new one, the only
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way of obtaining lines has been to take
them off an existing model!, and since the
1950's a number of boeiers have been so
measured.

In 1973 | became the owner of
PHOENIX, one of the last surviving
wooden boeiers from the province of Hol-
land. She was originally named the PIET
HEIN, after the popular seventeenth cen-
tury admiral of that name, and she was
built at the Het Jacht (the Yacht) ship-
yard in Amsterdam in 1898. The owner
and master shipbuilder of this yard was
Nicolaas Adrianus Bernhard, a member
of a family with a long shipbuilding tradi-
tion. Of the many boeiers built at Het
Jacht—at first of wood, later also of steel
—only one wooden specimen besides
PHOENIX is known to exist—the
LUDANA, built asthe OLGA in 1898.
This boeier still exists in England, though
in a state of considerable neglect.

Other than having a list of successive
owners, | know little of PHOENIX's
long yachting career. Her original name
was changed in 1923, for reasons un-
known, to MIAMI. Under this nameshe
was a frequent entry in the yearly regat-
tas held in the yachting centers of the
Netherlands. After World War Il her
name was changed, once more, to
PHOENIX. When | bought her in 1973
her age was showing through her bright-

work. After her state was compared with
old photographs, it was apparent that her
original rig had been cut down and that
much of her original woodcarving had
disappeared. But she was still fit enough
to sail, and her accommodations were
cozy and livable. So we decided to sail
and cruise her during the sailing season
and torestore her gradually during the
winter months. Each spring she was a lit-
tle fresher, stronger, and brighter than
the preceeding one.

PHOENIX's restoration was straight-
forward but time consuming. A tentative
five-year plan wasdrawn up, and | was
fortunate to be able to engage Mr.
Willem Strofberg of Leimuiden, a veteran
shipwright of great experience and abil-
ity, to work on her. Most of the boatstock
in PHOENIX is oak, and supplies for her
restoration were obtained from France,
where quantities of ancient and complete-
ly seasoned inland oak are sometimes
available from salvaged buildings. (I
might add here that while oak is a won-
derful material for shipbuilding, its resis-
tance to rot is low, especially in fresh
water, where PHOENI|X spends much of
her time.) Constant care is required to
prevent mildew and fungi from starting
their destructive action.

During five successive winters at the
yard of Mr. Strofberg, the following
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